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Digital Imaging / Digital Media

Digital Matte Painting

Purpose	 Students will design a visually interesting composite using multiple
	 photographs, drawings and/or text to depict a fantasy scene or unique
	 environment. Topics for fantasy/environment scene are students choice,  
	 but should remain classroom appropriate. 
	 Avoid trying to solve the project in a commercial way, such as trying to sell a 
	 product or promote a business. Commercial solutions are out of the scope  
	 of this project. You are encouraged to think creatively and explore  
	 unconventional/non-traditional designs possibilities. 
	
	 Original images/artwork created by the individual is encouraged. However,
	 students can locate found images for use in this project. Be aware of copyrights 
	 associated with appropriation of found images. This project will also include  
	 research and an eCampus discussion. Students will research and answer 
	 questions associated with copyright legalities.  
	 Keep track of all research and resources related to borrowing other 
	 people’s work. You will be responsible for submitting a bibliography  
	 citing all sources used for this project. 
	  
	 Emphasis on the Creative Process will be used for problem solving. The  
	 creative process is explained on the second page of this handout.  
 
	 Each week you will complete a Progress Report detailing your progress on the 
	 project. It is imperative that you work through all the steps of the process from 
	 brainstorming & research, analyzing and revising your work to end up with a 
	 strong final solution. 
	
	 This project will include (1) Peer Critique for feedback from peers and your 
	 instructor. You are expected to consider all revisions to your work before you 
	 submit the final piece.
	    
Specifications & Submission Details: 
1.	 You must use 5 - 10 found or created images of any subject matter
2.	 Include 1 line of text, either prominent or hidden somewhere in the piece
3.	 Photoshop document should be 81/2 x 11 portrait or landscape 
4.	 Resolution: All images should be 150 dpi
5.	 Sign your work with an artist signature
6.	 You will combine all your progress reports into one thought process  

PDF at the end of the project.  
7.	 The final process PDF should include a bibliography with a descriptive 

thumbnail of each image. 
8.	 Each image used in the piece that was borrowed from another author  

must include an MLA citations.
9.	 Idea sketches with written rationale and all progressive work must be  

included in the final process PDF.
10.	 Submit a final layered Photoshop document of your completed DMP for grading  

Turn in the following items for the final project:
Upload layered PSD files to the appropriate assignment in eCampus
Thought process PDF report, organized in chronological order
 

PROJECT 1

Grading Rubric

Photoshop Technique
Points: 45

Design Solution
Points: 45

Thought Process Notebook
Points: 10

TOTAL
Points: 100

  



Digital Imaging / Digital Media

CREATIVE PROCESS WORK    
Instructor: Lisa Gabriel

A REVIEW OF PROCESS WORK FOR PROJECT 1

http://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:The_Milky_Way_galaxy_center_(com
posite_image).jpg	
  

This	
  photo	
  I	
  want	
  to	
  put	
  within	
  the	
  door	
  arch.	
  I	
  want	
  the	
  doorway	
  to	
  look	
  like	
  it’s	
  leading	
  into	
  
another	
  world.	
  

http://www.flickr.com/photos/7455207@N05/3712805295/	
  	
  photo	
  by:	
  SBA73	
  

As	
  for	
  this	
  arched	
  doorway	
  I	
  wanted	
  to	
  place	
  it	
  in	
  the	
  background	
  similar	
  to	
  my	
  sketch.	
  

This	
  image	
  I	
  want	
  to	
  incorporate	
  with	
  the	
  starry	
  sky	
  as	
  well	
  as	
  the	
  palace.	
  

http://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Crescent_moon.JPG	
  

This	
  starry	
  night	
  sky	
  is	
  meant	
  to	
  be	
  the	
  background.	
  

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/File:Hyades.jpg	
  by	
  Todd	
  Vance	
  

Progress	
  Report	
  Wk	
  3	
  

I	
  decided	
  to	
  go	
  in	
  the	
  direction	
  of	
  this	
  sketch:

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/File:Mysore_palace.jpg	
  

The	
  picture	
  of	
  this	
  palace	
  is	
  to	
  be	
  place	
  within	
  the	
  crescent	
  moon.	
  

http://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Baltic_Sea_(Darlowo).JPG	
  by	
  Argonowski	
  

I	
  want	
  to	
  use	
  this	
  image	
  of	
  the	
  sea	
  as	
  the	
  foreground	
  (center	
  floor).	
  

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/File:Viceroy_Butterfly.jpg	
  by:	
  	
  PiccoloNamek	
  

Both	
  of	
  these	
  images	
  of	
  butterflies	
  are	
  to	
  be	
  accessories	
  to	
  the	
  fairy	
  as	
  seen	
  in	
  the	
  sketch.	
  

http://simple.wikipedia.org/wiki/File:Limenitis_archippus_Cramer.jpg	
  by:  berichard	
  

http://www.flickr.com/photos/markdoliner/8379630304/sizes/l/	
  by MarkDoliner

This	
  is	
  a	
  suitable	
  rock	
  for	
  the	
  mermaid	
  to	
  sit	
  on.	
  

Original	
  Artwork	
  By:Laura	
  L.	
  Meza	
  

I	
  created	
  this	
  fairy	
  specifically	
  for	
  this	
  project.	
  I	
  want	
  to	
  place	
  her	
  in	
  the	
  same	
  position	
  as	
  the	
  sketch.	
  

Original	
  Artwork	
  By:	
  Laura	
  L.	
  Meza	
  

I	
  made	
  this	
  especially	
  for	
  this	
  project,	
  and	
  just	
  as	
  I	
  said	
  for	
  the	
  fairy,	
  I	
  would	
  like	
  to	
  place	
  her	
  in	
  
the	
  same	
  place	
  as	
  the	
  sketch.	
  

As	
  for	
  the	
  Text	
  I	
  would	
  like	
  to	
  do	
  some	
  kind	
  of	
  arch	
  above	
  the	
  images,	
  or	
  incorporated	
  into	
  the	
  
sea,	
  or	
  even	
  surrounding	
  the	
  moon.	
  These	
  are	
  my	
  examples	
  except	
  I’m	
  not	
  sure	
  if	
  I	
  would	
  use	
  
the	
  word	
  fantasy.	
  

Project 1- Digital Matte Painting is your first project in the class, it will last for 4 weeks of the class.

Each week you will complete a Progress Report detailing a portion of the project.

The Progress Reports will work you through the details of the project moving towards completion.

At the end of the project duration you will turn in a final rendition of the piece. 

The example below is a student sample of how you can visually work through the project each week. This is just a 
sample, it is in no way the only way to solve this problem. You are to use this for reference only. This handout is here 
for those who need a visual example of what is involved in each week of the project. 

WK1 Progress Report - Create Sketch Ideas

WK3 Progress 
Report - Progress 
Work &  Group 
Critique

WK1 - Locate High-Resolution Images & create MLA citations

}
OR

WK4 Final- (1) final layered PSD 
and (1) final progress report

WK2 Compile content in Photoshop     WK4 Final DMP and Report

}
OR

The expectation is 
to consider revision 
feedback posted 
by your peers and 
instructor, during 
the group critique. 

PROJECT 1


